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1. OVERVIEW

The Antarctic Meteorological Research Center (the grant, not the name of the research group) and like its sister center before it, the Arctic and Antarctic Research Center, has come to the end of its funding. Despite this, there is still a need to have some level of oversight and management of Antarctic meteorological data, especially observational datasets.  A two-prong approach has been taken to have the community, and especially those directly affected, be given an opportunity weight in. First, involves a pending Polar Cyberinfrastructure proposal and second involves the Antarctic Infrastructure and Logistics (AIL) both in the Division of Polar Programs, Geoscience Directorate at the National Science Foundation.
2. SUSTAINABILITY
A proposal to establish community input and recommendations on the future of a sustainable meteorological data infrastructure has been submitted and reviewed by the NSF Polar Cyberinfrastructure Program.  As of the submission date of this abstract the proposal remains in a pending status. If funded, the elements of this effort include the following:
(a) Task Force
An independent task force will be established to gather community input and create a set of recommendations that will essentially outline a path meteorological data will take from creation all the way through to archive.  These recommendations will outline the future of sustainability along with pathways the data may take. The report generated may also include how participants in the US Antarctic Program (USAP) can ensure that observations and other data, which are expensive to acquire, are not lost, are well cared for, and are made available for future research activities. 
(b)  AMRC Operations
During the data collection and evaluation period by the Task Force, plans are to keep some of AMRC’s bare-essential tasks on-going, especially the care of unique one-of-a-kind data such as USAP station, research vessel, and field camp observations. Some datasets, including AMRC’s real time collection of synoptic, aircraft, surface, and other data will no longer be able to be acquired and archived due to likely limited funding.
(c) LDM/Antarctic-IDD
One area that the AMRC has demonstrated and helped shepherd a significant community-wide “R&D” project is the Antarctic-Internet Data Distribution (Antarctic-IDD) via Unidata’s Local Data Manager (LDM). This was discussed in another presentation at the AMOMFW and in this preprint. However, suffice it to say that the NSF contractor Antarctic Support Contract (ASC)/Lockheed Martin will play a greater role in supporting this effort into the future.
(d) Requests from the community
One area that has come to an end as of this summer is fulfilling requests for tailored data processing or data displays upon request to the community.  Due to the lack of funding, and support, this kind of service to the community will no longer able to be provided.
3. REAL TIME OPERATIONS
One area of service to the community that the AMRC was known for providing is real-time observations, especially from Antarctic AWS and Antarctic satellite composites.  Funding the continuation of these real-time datasets is now in the jurisdiction of the NSF AIL section of the Division of Polar Programs. Information has been proposed to maintain these essential elements with a variety of options in how that is accomplished. The future support for this effort remains unknown at this time, however it has been recognized that these elements are critical for operational applications in the USAP, including weather forecasting.
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